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FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF CONVERSATION AT WHITE HOUSE 
OCTOBER 4 BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD AND PM WHITLAM: QUOTE: 

AFTER OPENING PLEASANTRIES AND SHORT PHOTOGRAPHY SESSION, 
PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM INVITED PRESIDENT FORD TO VISIT 
AUSTRALIA DURING HIS NOVEMBER VISIT TO JAPAN. PRESIDENT 
INDICATED HIS INTEREST IN VISITING THE COUNTRY. BUT WAS 
NON-COMMITTAL AS TO WHEN HE WOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE THE TRIP. 

PRESIDENT COMPLIMENTED PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM ON HIS UNGA 
SPEECH, NOTING THAT THE PRIME MINISTER S THOUGHTS ON FOOD 
AID WERE SIMILAR TO THOSE HE HAD EXPRESSED. IN REPLY TO 
QUESTION FROM THE PRESIDENT REGARDING TRADE, PRIME MINISTER 
EXPLAINED THAT AUSTRALIAN EXPORTS CONSIST PRIMARILY OF 
PASTORAL PRODUCTS SUCH AS WOOL AND MEAT AND MINERALS SUCH 
AS IRON, COAL AND LEAD. INTERNALLY, AUSTRALIA'S ECONOMY 
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DEPENDENT ON AGRICULTURE AND MINERALS. PRIME MINISTER 
RELIEVED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION COULD BE INCREASED 
THROUGH IRRIGATION, BUT THAT IT TAKES A GREAT DEAL OF 
CAPITAL AND, ONCE THE CAPITAL IS PUT IN, THE COSTS GET VERY 
HIGH. 

THE PRESIDENT REASSURED PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM THAT US 
FOREIGN POLICY UNDER HIS ADMINISTRATION WOULD REMAIN THE 
SAME AS IT WAS UNDER THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION. 

HE NOTED THAT THE US WILL REMAIN STRONG IN NATO AND THAT 
US RELATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA ARE PART OF THE US WORLDWIDE 
POLICY OF CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION WITH ALL NATIONS. 

END QUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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